
festve performances from 

our Steel Band and the 

Stockport Schools Brass 

Band. 

Principal Mr McCarron 

said: “Our Christmas 

Market is a real highlight 

for the school calendar and 

we are delighted that so 

many members of the local 

community turned out to 

enjoy the day, despite the 

bad weather! 

“Well done to all the staf 

and students who 

contributed to such a 

successful event.” 

Turn to page 9 for more 

photos from the day. 

t’s beginning to 

look a lot like 

Christmas at 

Stockport Academy! 

The last weekend of 

November saw the return 

of our Christmas Market, 

ofering festve cheer to 

visitors who travelled 

from far and wide to 

sample over 40 stalls and 

actvites. 

Father Christmas 

welcomed guests into his 

groto for a picture and a 

present on his sleigh 

before heading back for 

last-minute preparatons 

at the North Pole. 

Other highlights included 

performances by Frozen  

princesses Elsa and Ana, 

alongside a mischief-

making minion. 

With just under a month 

to go before Christmas 

Day there were plenty of 

chances to fnish of the 

Christmas gif list, while 

there were Shetland Pony 

rides and a bouncy castle 

to entertain younger 

visitors. 

Bratwurst sausages were 

served in the refectory, 

while guests could also 

munch on mince pies and 

Christmas cake. 

Our chocolate tombola 

proved to be a hit once 

again—selling out with 

over an hour to go afer 

students donated a sweet 

treat in return for a non-

uniform day on the Friday 

before.  

Meanwhile, there were  

A Christmas Cracker! 
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Even Princesses Ana and Elsa visited our Santa’s Groto! 
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“The Academy is 

becoming the 

frst choice 

school for so 

many Stockport 

families” 

Mr Frank McCarron , 

Principal 

 

Headteacher of the Year Award 
In late July Mr McCarron was revealed 

as the winner of the Manchester 

Evening News’ Headteacher of the 

Year Award. 

Mr McCarron, who works with a 

number of GM schools, 

was nominated by St 

Damian’s RC Science 

College. 

Mr McCarron was 

accompanied by Head 

Boy Luke Boon and 

Head Girl Ellie Leigh for 

Principal’s Message 
2015 has been a great 

year! 

There are days when I 

am at a loss to believe 

how much we have 

achieved since fnishing 

for Christmas last year.  

The number of awards, 

both local and natonal, 

that our students are 

winning through their 

commitment to 

citzenship and tolerance 

grows.  We have seen 

more trips, 

tournaments, challenges 

and experiences than in 

any previous year.  We 

have been visited by 

MPs, Councillors, 

Olympians, local 

businesses, Universites, 

the Services, 

representatves from 

various religious groups 

and more prospectve 

parents than ever before. 

Recogniton by Ofsted that 

we are a Good school was 

well deserved and has 

raised the bar for us to get 

that Outstanding.  It is with 

great delight that we hear 

feedback from parents 

confrming that the 

Academy is becoming the 

frst choice school for so 

many Stockport families.  

We are facing our biggest 

ever year 7 intake for 2016 

with over 250 families 

selectng the Academy on 

their admissions forms.   

Having taken the difcult 

decision to suspend our 

year 12 intake we will be in 

a positon to accommodate 

the majority of these 

students. 

the ceremony at the Hilton Hotel, 

“It has been a phenomenal year 

for the Academy and I would like 

to thank governors, staf, parents 

and most of all the students for 

their support and loyalty this year. 

The MEN Award belongs to all of 

us.”  

Our website was also nominated 

for Website of the Year at the 

same event, whilst Mrs Fox was 

nominated for School Support 

Staf Member of the Year. 

Mr McCarron collectng 

his award at the Hilton 

Hotel 

On a daily basis I am 

reminded of the 

challenges facing the 

young generaton as 

they prepare for working 

life in this troubled 

world. Yet again, it is 

wonderful to see the 

young generaton, so 

ofen berated publically 

for perceived bad 

behaviour,  exhibit a 

spirit of charity, empathy 

and compassion.  I am 

honoured to be a part of 

their development. 

As we close for 

Christmas this year I 

send you a wish for 

peace and happiness. 

F McCarron  
Principal 
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You may remember the 

front page of our last 

newsleter focused on 

being the only school in 

the country to receive 

the Gold Award for the 

‘Young Carers in 

Schools’ Programme.  

 

Well now you’ve read 

the book you can also 

see the movie! The 

Carers’ Trust were so 

impressed with 

Stockport Academy’s 

work with young carers 

that they sent a flm 

crew here to make a 

short video to raise 

awareness of the 

challenges faced by 

these strong and brave 

young people. 

 

If you haven’t seen it 

yet, you can view it on 

our website—simply click 

on ‘Young Carers’ under 

the ’Informaton’ tab to  

watch the three and a 

half minute movie. 

Stockport Academy was recognised as 

being the most improved school in 

Stockport by the Department of 

Educaton following August’s GCSE 

results. 

The number of students who achieved 

fve or more A* to C GCSEs including 

English and Maths increased by 12% 

compared to last year. 

Mr McCarron said: “This achievement 

is testament to our hard working and 

commited staf who always go the extra mile for 

students. 

“Our current Year 11s are working incredibly hard to 

do even beter this summer.” 

IAG Stage Two - Now for Stage Three! 

The level of support 

Stockport Academy ofers 

students in CEIAG (Careers, 

Educaton, Informaton and 

Guidance) has been 

recognised afer we reached 

Stage 2 of the Inspiring IAG 

Award.  Assessors were 

impressed with the school’s 

commitment to CEIAG and 

praised Careers Coordinator 

Mr Cheetham as being 

“highly organised and 

forward-thinking”. 

They also commented on 

the “well rounded” 

programme of CEIAG 

throughout the school, 

which recognises the value 

of students’ personal 

development. 

Mr Cheetham said:  

“I am over the moon that 

we have been awarded 

Stage 2 of Inspiring IAG and work 

is already in place to ensure it 

won’t be long before we achieve 

Stage 3.” 

Most improved school in Stockport 

Stockport Academy’s Y9 Business Leaders 
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Religion and Roleplay 

Stockport Academy 

students spent a day 

learning about diferent 

cultures and preparing 

for the modern world of 

work. 

For years 7-10 the 

sessions were part of 

the termly SMSC (Social, 

Moral, Spiritual, 

Cultural) curriculum 

days.   

Year 7s spent tme 

learning about Islam, 

Buddhism and Judaism 

– creatng models of the 

fve pillars of Islam and 

an origami lotus fower, 

while Year 8s visited a 

local synagogue. Year 9s 

had a go at creatng 

their own ‘Holocaust 

Art’. 

One of the highlights for 

Year 10 was the visit of 

the Lord Lieutenant of 

Greater Manchester – a 

patron of the Carers Trust 

– who spoke to them 

about his experiences as a 

young carer. 

SMSC Coordinator Mrs 

Fox said: “I would like to 

say a massive thank you 

to all of the agencies 

involved in making our 

SMSC Day a success.” 

Meanwhile, students in 

Year 11 and above 

focused on honing their 

interview skills. 

Colleagues from Lex 

Autolease, Timpsons, 

Richer Sounds and 

Gorvins Solicitors spent 

the morning carrying out 

mock college interviews 

with Year 11 students, 

who are currently making 

their college choice for 

6th form. 

Our 6th formers  were 

given a mock real-life 

interview for a job that 

they had researched 

and prepared for. 

Our business 

colleagues who so 

kindly gave their tme 

were hugely 

impressed with the 

professionalism of our 

older students. 

A Careers Fair was 

later held in the 

atrium, involving 

universites, colleges, 

apprentceship 

providers and local 

employers. 

A great day for the 

Academy! 

 

Our Year 11s came for their interviews dressed to impress 
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organisaton as part of 

HRH Prince of Wales’ 

Business in the 

Community initatve. 

The day was led by our 

Year 9 Business Leaders, 

who organised tours for 

colleagues, giving each 

an opportunity to learn 

about each other. 

Representatves from the 

UK’s largest car leasing 

company Lex Autolease 

spent an afernoon in 

September with 

Stockport Academy 

students to ofcially 

launch a three year 

partnership between 

ourselves and the 

Everyone then made their way outside to 

inspect two brand new cars that had been 

brought into school for the day. 

Stockport Academy 

Chaplain Karen Beal said: 

“We would like to thank 

Lex Autolease and 

Stockport Homes for 

helping to create a 

wonderful area that our 

students will be able to 

cherish for years to 

come.” 

Students will now be able 

to use the area as 

somewhere for refecton 

in the event of a 

bereavement, while 

there is also the 

opportunity for a future 

enrichment club to help 

maintain and establish 

the garden.  

If you would like to watch 

how the Refecton Space 

was created, there is a 20

-second tmelapse video

that can be viewed by

visitng the news pages of

our website.

Our new Refecton Space 

was ofcially opened by 

Councillor Sheila Bailey 

on 11th November. 

Staf and students 

atended alongside Cllr 

Bailey, while colleagues 

from Lex Autolease and 

Stockport Homes also 

partcipated in the 

ceremony. 

The space was partally 

funded though a grant 

given to us by Stockport 

Homes for a bench and 

planter, while staf from 

Lex Autolease kindly 

spent two days in the 

October half term 

creatng the area and 

donated plants and pots. 

Before Cllr Bailey cut the 

ribbon to open the 

garden, students were 

invited to hang a crystal 

from one of our trees in 

memory of lost loved 

ones. 

A space for refecton 

Launching with Lex Autolease 

Lex colleagues with Y9 Business Leaders
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“It was an 

absolute 

pleasure to 

welcome the 

local 

community 

into Stockport 

Academy once 

again.” 

Record numbers for Open Evening 
A record number 

of visitors 

atended 

Stockport 

Academy’s Open 

Evening in 

September. 

Over 400 people 

came through 

our doors to see 

our state-of-the 

art facilites and 

meet staf and 

students. 

Afer receiving their 

Stockport Academy 

goodie bag, families 

were taken on a tour of 

the academy by student 

Gold Ties and Prefects, 

before making their way 

into a packed main hall 

to listen to a 

presentaton by Principal 

Mr McCarron. 

Guests were treated to 

performances by the 

school choir and steel 

band, while dance 

students also put on a 

show in the atrium. 

In the classrooms, 

parents and 

prospectve students 

had the opportunity 

to try out a range of 

actvites—some of 

them hair raising— 

from bookmark 

making in Textles 

with Ms Taylor to 

using our laser cuter 

to make pencil holders 

in Design and 

Technology with Ms 

Boulton. 

Mr Campbell and Mr 

Tate’s Science show 

drew rapturous 

applause, while 

elsewhere there was 

the chance to make 

fruit kebabs, have a go 

at badminton and 

basketball, try out 

marbling in Art, 

sample foods of 

the world, take an MFL 

quiz and partcipate in a 

Media workshop. 

“It was an absolute 

pleasure to welcome the 

local community into 

Stockport Academy once 

again,” said Mr McCarron. 

“The fact that visitor 

numbers were at their 

highest levels ever adds to 

what has already been an 

amazing year for us.  We 

are delighted that so 

many Stockport families 

now see Stockport 

Academy as their frst 

choice school and will 

work with us to give this 

community an 

Outstanding school.” 

Tank Building Club taster 

sessions were a hit! 
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Bright start for Summer Schoolers 
Our new Year 7s couldn’t wait 

to get started in September, 

which is probably why so many 

atended our Summer School 

in August. 

The two-week programme in 

August, which was completely 

free for students who were 

about to move up into 

Stockport Academy from Year 

6, ofered new starters the 

opportunity to get to know 

their way around the school 

and make new friends. 

There was plenty to do over 

the fortnight, with staf 

running a range of actvites from 

Film Club and Tank Building 

to Dodgeball and Baking. 

Ms Sorby, who organised 

Summer School, said: “This 

is the fourth year we have 

ofered Summer School to 

our new Year 7s and we’ve 

found it really does make a 

huge diference in helping 

them to setle in.” 

Plans are already underway 

for Summer School 2016, 

which will take place from 

Monday  1st August to Friday 

12th August. 

H&S students visit local primaries 
Our Health and Social 

Studies students spent 

several sessions with 

pupils at St Mathews 

and Adswood Primaries 

in October as part of 

their Y11 work. 

They observed and 

partcipated in 

actvites to see how 

primary school 

teachers keep track of 

their students’ 

development and how 

they encourage 

children to play and 

speak with each other. 

A huge thank you to all 

those involved at both 

schools . 

Science Club made a  working volcano! 

Check out our new prospectus! 
We were proud to 

ofcially launch our 

new school prospectus 

at our Christmas 

Market. 

A professional 

photographer spent a 

full day with our 

students to take some 

stunning photos to 

feature in the 12-page 

brochure, which is now 

available as a hard copy 

and online.  

If you would like a copy, 

please email 

Linda.Dufy@stockport-

academy.org Behind the scenes at our prospectus photoshoot 
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“This week has 

been fantastc 

for raising 

awareness of 

what is one of 

the most 

important 

principles in our 

school—that no 

form of bullying 

will be 

tolerated” 

A mechanical rodeo bull 

challenge was one of the 

highlights of Ant-Bullying 

Week at Stockport 

Academy. 

The ride represented the 

fnale of fve days of 

actvites designed to raise 

awareness of how to 

identfy and put a stop to 

bullying as part of an 

annual natonal campaign. 

This year’s theme was 

‘Make Some Noise’, so it 

was ftng that one of the 

other highlights 

included a 

fashmob dance 

in the refectory 

during a busy 

Thursday 

lunchtme. 

The Academy’s 

peer mentor group also 

led an assembly on what 

sort of behaviour 

consttutes bullying, while 

students had the 

opportunity to take selfes 

with a speech bubble 

during break tmes, where 

they could write on advice 

for people who are being 

bullied. 

Year 7 students 

partcipated in a 

competton to design 

an ant-bullying poster, 

which was won by 

Rhianna Maymon.  

Rhianna’s form 7TMC 

won the form contest. 

Meanwhile, Year 9 

student Tyler Gibbons 

lasted the longest on the 

rodeo bull, hanging on for 

a full 44 seconds before 

being thrown of. The 

biggest crowd though was 

probably for Principal Mr 

McCarron, who could only 

manage 16 seconds 

before hitng the mat! 

Year 11 student Molly 

Keates won a £20 voucher 

thanks to her entry in the 

ant-bullying  poetry 

competton with her ttle 

‘How?’. 

Mrs Nicholls, who 

organised the programme 

of actvites, said: “This 

week has been fantastc 

for raising awareness 

among students about 

what is one of the most 

important principles in 

our school—that no form 

of bullying will be 

tolerated.” 

Grabbing the bull(y) by the horns 

Congratulations to 7TMB
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Stockport Academy 

students and staf paid 

their respects to Britsh 

servicemen and women 

who made the ultmate 

sacrifce, during the 

school’s annual Poppy 

Drop. 

The entre school turned 

out in the atrium just 

before 11am on 

November 11
th

, forming 

orderly lines as they were 

addressed by Principal Mr 

McCarron. 

Meanwhile, students who 

are members of local 

cadets groups atended in 

their full uniform and 

stood to atenton above 

the dance studio. 

As usual, the two-minute 

silence was observed 

impeccably, before Year 

10 and 11 students 

dropped poppies from 

the top two foors. 

Mr McCarron said: “The 

poppy drop is an 

incredibly moving 

traditon at 

Stockport Academy 

as we contnue to 

honour those in the 

armed forces – both 

past and present. 

“It is important to 

recognise and remember 

those who have lost their 

lives in the services to our 

country, especially now 

during these troubled 

Students show respect during Poppy Drop 

tmes, and the respect 

shown by our students 

today was outstanding.” 

A Christmas Cracker - contnued 

There were so many highlights to our Christmas Market this year that we thought one picture 

wouldn’t do the event justce. So here are some more! If you spot yourself on any of the 

photos below please email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize. 
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“She is a shining 

example of what 

you can achieve 

when you put in 

the hard work and 

believe in 

yourself.” 

Evie has been 

appointed an IntoFilm 

Young Reporter afer 

applying through our 

school Film Club.  This 

opportunity will be the 

frst of many as she 

receives top-quality 

training to become a 

flm journalist.  

As well as interviewing 

celebrites, Evie got frst

Going to the BAFTAs 

might be nothing more 

than a dream for some 

of us, but at the age of 

11, Year 7 student Evie 

Grifths 

has 

already 

reported 

from the 

red 

carpet! 

-hand experience in  doing 

pieces to camera.  

Mrs Nakielska, who runs 

Film Club, said: “I am so 

proud of what Evie has 

achieved. She is a shining 

example of what you can 

achieve when you put in 

the hard work and believe 

in yourself.” 

‘Takeover Day’ 

campaign, which 

aims to get young 

people more 

engaged with local 

museums.  

Students trained 

for six weeks in 

roles such as front 

Stockport Academy 

students were in 

charge of the 

borough’s iconic Hat 

Museum for the day 

in November. 

The event was 

organised as part of 

the natonal 

of house, tour guides 

and curators, before 

they had to do the job 

for real. 

Feedback on the day 

was superb and the 

students really 

enjoyed it—well done 

to everyone involved! 

Breakfast Presenter 

Paul Willet’s show. 

Paul told them all 

about what it’s like 

speaking to an 

audience and how he 

got to where he is 

today, before the 

group spent tme 

writng and recording 

their own weather 

bulletns. 

Our Public speaking 

Club experienced 

what it might be like 

to have a career in the 

radio industry, thanks 

to a visit to a local 

radio staton in 

October. 

A total of four 

students travelled to 

Imagine FM’s studios, 

where they sat in on 

Mr Ashton, who runs 

Public Speaking Club 

alongside Ms Honey, 

said: “It was a really 

unique experience 

and we can’t thank 

Imagine FM enough 

for their hospitality.” 

Public Speaking Club 

takes place every 

Wednesday during P6 

in the lecture theatre. 

Imagine that! 

Brimming with confdence 

Evie is red carpet star 
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A term in tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsleter? 

Is there something you partcularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Spring Term 2015/2016 

7th January: Y11 Parents’ Evening 

10th February:  Y10 Employability Workshop 

11th February:  Parents SEN Drop In 

25th February:  Y9 Optons Evening 

3rd March: Year 9 Parents Evening 

17th March: Y8 Parents Evening 

Follow us on Twiter @sptacademy and visit www.stockport-

academy.org to keep up to date with what’s going on at the 

school throughout the year. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staf quickly.  

Simply use the relevant email address and include the staf 

member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 

response within 48 hours during term tme. 

Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 

Transiton, Years 7 and 8 

Linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 

Year 10 

Denise.nicholls@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4216 

Year 9, 11 and IAG 

Daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 

Years 12 and 13 including UCAS applicatons 

Elizabeth.llewellyn@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4222 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 

Maths@stockport-academy.org 

Science@stockport-academy.org 

humanites@stockport-academy.org 

(includes geography, history, RE) 

socialsciences@stockport-academy.org 

(includes Health & social, psychology, sociology) 

technology@stockport-academy.org 

ict@stockport-academy.org 

(includes business studies, creatve ICT) 

expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 

(includes drama, dance, art) 

mf@stockport-academy.org 

(French and Spanish) 

pe@stockport-academy.org 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email: enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twiter:   @sptacademy 

Diary dates and contact details 

Term dates for 2015/2016 

Monday 4th Jan to Friday 12th Feb 2016 

Monday 15th Feb to Friday 19th Feb 

(Half term) 

Monday 22nd Feb to Friday 1st April 

Monday 4th April to Friday 15th April 

(Easter Holiday-term restarts on 18th April) 

Keep up to date with dates and tmes  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 


